
100 Years of Flight in Texas  

 

First Flight  
Friday, February 18th, 
1910 was supposed to 
be a better day. The day 
before had provided the 
typical windy, cool con-
ditions of mid-winter 
along the upper Gulf 
Coast.  After assem-
bling his fleet of air-
planes and preparing 
them to make their at-
tention getting circles 
around the muddy field, 
air show òKingó Louis 
Paulhan had waited just 

a bit too long. By late afternoon the winds were too high to fly the delicate Farman biplane or the difficult 
to control Bleriot monoplanes. The crowd that had assembled was unhappy. They had each paid $1 to see 
one of the new òaeroplanesó fly. Many had taken the day off from work, or skipped school! The show pro-
moters, the Houston Post and The Western Land Company, wanted to draw a crowd down to South Hous-
ton to show off their housing development. What better way than with a demonstration of the ònew fan-
gledó flying machines!   
 
Paulhan had been making a long, slow trek across the United States on his way back to New York. After a 
rousing success at the Los Angeles Air Show and Race in January, he was riding the rails to a variety of stops 
before reaching the grim, overcast and windy Texas coast. 
 
His crew of two, along with he and his wife, 
arrived by rail on Tuesday. By Wednesday 
their airplanes had been partially assembled and 
trucked, by horse no less, to a field at the cor-
ner of Spencer and Galveston Highways. Sod-
den, the field would have to do, as he had to fly 
to secure his òsponsorshipó from the promot-
ers.  
 
Paulhan had just about had enough. Ever since 
arriving in the United States he had been dog-
ged by attorneys from the Wright Brothers. 
They had a patent on the use of attitude adjust-
ing òwingsó on airplanes and were intent on 
stopping others from utilizing any similar de-
vice. Paulhan and Curtiss had both protested 
and denied the Wrightsõ claim on their air-


